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SUBCHAPTERS Q–R [Reserved]
SUBCHAPTER S—BOATING SAFETY

PART 173—VESSEL NUMBERING
AND CASUALTY AND ACCIDENT
REPORTING

Subpart A—General

Sec.
173.1 Purpose.
173.3 Definitions.

Subpart B—Numbering

173.11 Applicability.
173.13 Exemptions.
173.15 Vessel number required.
173.17 Reciprocity.
173.19 Other numbers prohibited.
173.21 Certificate of number required.
173.23 Inspection of certificate.
173.25 Location of certificate of number.
173.27 Numbers: Display; size; color.
173.29 Notification to issuing authority.
173.31 Surrender of certificate of number.
173.33 Removal of number.
173.35 Coast Guard validation sticker.

Subpart C—Casualty and Accident
Reporting

173.51 Applicability.
173.53 Immediate notification of death or

disappearance.
173.55 Report of casualty or accident.
173.57 Casualty or accident report.
173.59 Where to report.

Subpart D—Issue of Certificate of Number

173.71 Application for certificate of number.
173.73 Duplicate certificate of number.
173.75 Temporary certificate.
173.77 Validity of certificate of number.
173.79 Expiration of Coast Guard certificate

of number.
173.81 Coast Guard forms for numbering and

casualty reporting.
173.83 Availability of Coast Guard forms.
173.85 Fees levied by the Coast Guard.

APPENDIX A TO PART 173—ISSUING AUTHORI-
TIES AND REPORTING AUTHORITIES

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 9701; 46 U.S.C. 2110,
6101, 12301, 12302; OMB Circular A–25; 49 CFR
1.46.

SOURCE: CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7,
1972, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 173.1 Purpose.
This part presecibes requirements for

numbering vessels and for reporting
casualties and accidents to implement
sections 6101, 6102, 12301 and 12302 of
Title 46, United States Code.

[CGD 89–048, 54 FR 27002, June 27, 1989]

§ 173.3 Definitions.
As used in this part:
(a) [Reserved]
(b) Issuing authority means a State

that has a numbering system approved
by the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard
where a number system has not been
approved. Issuing authorities are listed
in Appendix A of this part.

(c) Operator means the person who is
in control or in charge of a vessel while
it is in use.

(d) Owner means a person who claims
lawful possession of a vessel by virtue
of legal title or equitable interest
therein which entitles him to such pos-
session.

(e) Person means an individual, firm,
partnership, corporation, company, as-
sociation, joint-stock association, or
governmental entity and includes a
trustee, receiver, assignee, or similar
representative of any of them.

(f) Reporting authority means a State
that has a numbering system approved
by the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard
where a numbering system has not
been approved. Reporting authorities
are listed in Appendix A of this part.

(g) State means a State of the United
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, and the District of Colum-
bia.

(h) State of principal use means the
State on whose waters a vessel is used
or to be used most during a calendar
year.

(i) Use means operate, navigate, or
employ.

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 77–117A, 43 FR 17941, Apr.
27, 1978; CGD 89–048, 54 FR 2702, June 27, 1989]
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